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FWP eyes state land for bison
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By DANIEL PERSON, Chronicle StaffWriterl

Montana's wihlife agency has named three swaths of slale land as potenlial roaming ground for 100 wild bison now in quaranline at a

4@acre lacility near Corwin Springs.

In a memo to its five-member commission, the Montana Department of Fish, VMldtile and Parks identifred the Spotled Dog' Marias River

and Bearlooth wildlife-management areas as stale-owned properties where the state coub place the bison temporarily as it develops a

long{erm plan for wild bison in Monlana.

The bison are part of an experimenl to see if quarantine can be used lo creale herds of disease-free bison that shate the genelic

makeup of the bison now roaming Yellowstone National Park. As part of the 6-yearotd project, bison were captured as they len the

pa*, and those found nol to have been exposed lo brucellosis were kept in the Coruvin Springs holding facility.

F\AIP idenfifying stale land where the bison coukj be placed is a signilicant change from lasl year, when the state struck a deal with

Tumer Enterprises to place 86 yellorirslone bison on Ted Tumer's Green Ranch west of Bozeman, That deal was conlroversial because

il allows Turner Enterprises to keep up to 75 percent of the bison's offspring, but F\A/P argued it was necessary because it could not find

any public or privale groups - including ilself - prepared to manage a herd of wild bison,

-As the stale agency responsible for Montana's wildlife, it is time thal \fle take a serious look at this big game species' managemenl,"

FWP direclor Joe Maurier said in a writlen slatement Monday, "Bison have been ignored as a big game species for '100 years lt's

simply time lo consiJer realistic options for its management in Monlana."

According lo the stafi memo, approximalely 50 bison must be moved from the Conrrin Springs facility each year over the nexl two years'

FWP b asking lhe commission to endorse its plan to further explore those wildlife-management ateas, as well as other unspecifed

sites, as -interim holding locations'for ihe bison novy being held at the Corwin Springs facility. The commission will take up the proposal

Monday in Helena.

No exad timeline has been developed for moving the bison. tn a press release, FVVP sai<l "the goal would be to find appropriale areas

thal could support a huntable poputiation of at leasl 50 bison." The bison will tikely be confined by a fence.

-t doubt that we'll ever get to a truly free-ranging bison herd,' Maurier said- 'But we want lo see it we can find the right place where

bison can roam behind a wildlileJriendly fence."

Reaclion to thal plan was mixed Monday.

Mike Leahy, Rocky Mountain direclor of Deferders of \Mblife, said he was supportive of the move to consider wiblite-management

areas for bison.

'We think it makes a lot of sense to relocate some of the bison to state lands,'he said.

But Bufiato Field Campaign spokeswoman Stephany Seay was more critical-

'F\A/Ps plan wouftC further the disrespeclful livestock model while adding the sickening twist of hunting buffalo on fenced-in public land

affer they have been raised in prison since they were calt es slolen from the wild," she said.

http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com./news/article-d04e3ce2-7868-l le0-ab89-00lcc4c.-- 1/27/2011



Several lawmakers hope to address relocating bison during this legislative session, including bills that would ban free-roaming bison in

Montana and give county commissioners oversight of bison placed in lheit counlies'

Deniel Person can be reached at dperson@dailychronicle.com or 582-2665.
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Yellowstone bison head toward public lands
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By CARIY FLANDRO, Chronicle Stalf Writer r

Like they've done for many winters, horseback rbers on Wednesday herded a string ol wild bison across a ltozen, while landscape just

outsije of Yellowstone National Park.

But this time, the bison were being herded out ol the park rather than into it - marking the first time in decades lhal the wild animals will

be allored to winter on publb lands norlh of the park.

Agency officials are touting the move as a step toward increased lolerance of bison outside the park, and noted that - for the firsl time

- the bison will be atlorred in an area thal still hosts a small number of cattle vear-round.

Historicalty, the bison have been confined to the park lor lear lhat the animals will spread brucellosis to liveslock that graze on private

ranches and public land around Yellonrstone- Brucellosis causes wildlile and livestock to abort their young,

The 25 bbon were spiriled Wednesday as they were released from a fenced paslure al lhe Stephens Creek facil'rty norlhwest of

Gardiner. A handful of horseback riders trailed behind them, hazing the bison aboul a hal{ dozen miles north lo the Royal Telon Ranch.

The bison trotted in a procession alongside lhe Yellowstone River and th.ough Royal Teton Ranch property, which is serving as a

conidor between the park and the Gallalin Nalional Foresl.

The ranchland is owned by the Church Universal and Triumphanl. Government agencies and the church struck a $3.3 million deal in

2008, securing use of lhe land in a 3Gyear grazing lease.

Adjacent lo the ranchland, the open, snoilr-blankeled Cutler Meadow spread from the base ol nearby foothills and mounla ans. That,

accordirg to Mel Frost of Montana Fish, \Mldlife and Parks, is where lhe agencies are hoping the bison will flock to and forage for the

nexl several months- The meadow is parl of the Gallatin National Foresl.

Horseback riders stopped short of herding the bison there on Wednesday, howevet, Marna Daley, spokeswoman lor the Gallatin
Natbnal Foresl, said thal may have been because the animals were lired, or because they wete close enough lo lhe meadow lo
warder there wlthout prompting.

Horever, if the bison attempt lo continue past the meadorv and roam through Yankee Jim Canyon toward Paradise Valley, they would

have to be stopped, according to agency otficrals- In that case, lhe brson woukl eilher be hazed, caplured, or "lelhally removed."

lf the animals move wesl, lhey could roam as far as the National Forest exlends-

This step is part of the Interagency Bison Management Plan, under which frve agencies cooperate in the hopes of conserving a wild,

free-ranging bbon population while atlowing livestock grazing lo continue around Yellonstone.

Every week, representattves fiom those agencies will monitor the bison, moslly lo see where they're moving and how they're using the

lardscape, accordirp lo Al Nash, a spokesman for lhe park-

But the bison won'l be catling the meado/y home for loo long. The animals musl relurn to lhe park by May 1, accotding to Frosl- ll's
possible that they could retum on their own, she said, bul if nol they woulcl likely be hazed back into lhe park-

http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/article_dOa6eb36-2438-l le0-a68d-001cc4c..- 1124/2Oll



Bison tend to erll the park in the winler season in search for lower ground and betler places to forage, Frost said. The Culler Meadow

area oould provkle some of the winter habilat the bison seek on a longer-lerm basis if all goes well,

Next year, the amount ol bison on the land could increase lo 50. And the following year, as many as 'lO0 bison could be allowed lo
winter norlh of the pad(.

The initiat group ol 25, which includes seven calves, 18 adutts. and a mixlure of males and females, was chosen afler corralling dozens

into the Stephens Creek pasture. The animals were lested for exposure to brucellosis, and those that lested negative became eligible.

Oficials then monitored those animals lo choose which to inctude in the final group, striving, for example, to keep logether calves and

cows.

Agency officials and members of the public gathered lo watch the bison run from the fenced paslure Wednesday morning, and slood
quielly when the animals finally came into view, running ahead ol the horses and riders.

Afier they had passed, Stephany Seay, a spokeswoman for the Buflalo Field Campaign, a nonprofil bison advocacy group, said il was

depressing lo see the animals "lreated as livestock-"

'll's a sad day for us," she said, 'We do not celebrale this."

The Bufialo F'reld Campaign is opposed to the way the animals are being treated, including capturing, collaring ancl blood testing. Seay

said that treatment infringes upon the animals''Vild inlegrity."

Carly Flandro can be reached at 582-2638 or cllandro@dailychronicle com.
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R€terence Links

. Map. Gallatin Nalional Forest

. \Mkipedia: Gallatin National Forest

. Wkipedia: Church Universal and Triumphant

. Wikipedia: Paradise Valley {Montana)

. Wikipedia: Bison
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Half of newly moved bison move across Yellowstone River

By BRf,TT FRENCH Of Tbe Gazette Stafl I Posted: Friday, January 2l,20ll ll:15 am

GARDINER - Roughly half of the Yellowstone National Park bison thal were hazed Wednesday onto national forest land

as a test of increasing toierance for disease-fiee bison crossed the Yellowstone River on Thursday - outside the area they

were meanl to roam.

Montana Deparlment of Livestock stafftried lo move the animals back Thursday night but ran out of daylight- By the time

they retumei Friday morning to resume the hazing effort, the animals had rerurned back across lhe river, said Al Nash, chief

of iublic affairs foiyellowslne. But by larer in tie afternoon, a group of bison had again crossed the river and hazers were

dispatched to push them across the river.

"Whar I've said all along is the bison are going to learn the landscape and we're going to learn how they use the landscape,"

Nash said.

prior to being moved Wednesday, the bison had migrared out of Yellowstone and were being held at the park's Stephens

Creek corrals to be tested for brucellosis. Once 25 disease-free bison were captured, they were fined with GPS tracking

collars, ear tagged and females had intrauterine tracking devices implanted.

The bison's escape liom their new allotment will give foes of the program more fodder for denying bison access lo public

lands outside of Yellowstone. But Nash remained resolute.

"lt's too early lo pass judgment on the level of success this experimenl may have," he said.

Bison have not been tolerated beyond the park's northem border except in the Eagle Creek area, easl oflhe Yellowstone

River, where hunting is allowed. In past years, bison that wandered out of the park wesl of the river have been hazed back

into the park or 
"orrill.d- 

Corralled bison are tesled for exposure to brucellosis, a disease that can cause cows to abort their

pr"g1un"i.r. Bison that tesred positive for the disease weri slaughtered and the meat given to tribes and food banks'

The mixed group of bison that were moved Wednesday were supposed to stay on 2,500 acres of Gallatin National Forest

land. The bison were hazed through an easement for *hich conservation groups paid $3 million to the Church universal and

Triumphant for a 30-year lease to its Royal Teton Ranch- The Yellowstone River acts as the eastern boundary of the

area where the bison were allowed.

Nash said a contingent of bison swam the river on Wednesday when they were moved by Livestock Department riders, but

swam back. The bison that crossed on Thursday moved near where a herd ofdisease-fiee quarantined bison are being held for

possible relocation to public lands in Montana and then later crossed near an old Fish, Wildlife and Parks game check station'

Nash said the park Service will decide next week what to do with the 63 bison still being held at the Stephens Creek corrals'

Twenty-one ofthe bison have tested positive for exposure to brucellosis, l9 tested negative and the other 23 have nol been

tested.

http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/article-l dObebde -621b-56d3-8 "' I l24nAll
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Montana livestock agents kill I bison north of Yellowstone

By MATTHEW BROWN Associated Press I Posted: Monday, January 24,2011 8:00 pm

BILLINGS - One of 25 bison allowed to roam north of Yellowstone National Park was shot by Montana livestock agents

Monday - a setback to efforts lo allow bison onto grazinggrounds where they had been barred for decades'

Department of Livestock spokesman Steve Merrin said agency personnel killed the cow Monday afler trying for two days to

haze it offprivate prop€rty and onto the Gallatin National Forest.

Government agencies and private groups have committed to spend more than $3 million to establish a corridor through private

land for some bison to leave Yetlowstone during the winter migrations. More than 3,000 bison were captured and slaughtered

attempting the joumey in the lasl decade.

Wildlife ofiicials want rhe 25 bison to sray on a 2,500-acre patch of forestland along the west bank of the Yellowstone River'

But the animals have repeatedly wandered offsince their ilednesday arrival, by crossing the river into inhabited areas several

miles north of tbe park.

Many bison carry brucellosis, which can cause animals to prematurel, .Oon their young. The disease was brought the region in

the livesrock of early European settlen, but after being eradicated fiom canle nationwide persists in Yellowstone's wildlife'

The 25 involved in the experimental habitat program lested negative for exposure to brucellosis' although ranchers in the region

remain wary.

Officials said a second animal, a bull bison, remained unaccounled for Monday.

Merritr said it was uncertain what would happen to that animal if it is found. Yet Monday's evenb made clear that the

Department of Liveslock tolerance for bison in Montana has its limits.

,,We just didn'f know what to expect once the bison got up there," Merrin said. "If they don't cooperate, we will be forced into

some sort of management decision."

A representative of the Buffalo Field Campaigrr, a bison advocacy group, said state and federal officials should have foreseen the

animals would nol stay on the Gallatin forest.

,,Buffalo move no matter where you put them," said Peter Bogusko, an activist with the goup- "l don't know why they assumed

they werent going to cross the Yellowstone."

Representatives of the five state and federal agencies involved in moving the bison onto the Gallatin were scheduled to have a

conference call Tuesday to discuss the fare of the animals"

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks regionat director Pat Flowers said if some or all of the animals continue to enter private

property they could be hazed yet again onto the forest, pushed back into Yeltowstone or, as a last resort, lethally removed'

Flowers said it was a "reasonable possibility" that repeated hazings of the animals wilt prod the bison to give up their efforts to

roam.

',Animals respond to pressure. Whether it's an unpleasant disturbance fiom people on horseback or hunting ptessure, they

respond to tbat pressure," he said. "From the outit, we had described this e'ffort as a process where we're going to leam how the

bison will behave once they get up there."

htrp://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/article*06a0a0ce-2830-11e0-b7b0-0olcc4c" ' ll25l20ll
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Yellowstone bison may be
fed to keep them in place

The Associated Press. January 26,2411

BOZEMAN - Montana wildlife officials are
considering feeding two dozen wild bison to keep
them from wandering off a newly designated grazing
area on the Gallatin National Forest.

Mel Frost with Montana Fish. Wildlife & Parks said
state law allows for supplemental feeding of the
animals for "disease control purposes."

The Yellowstone National Park bison were relocated
to 2,500 acres north of the park last week under a

pilot program to expand bison habitat. Because ol
fears over a disease carried by bison, one of the
animals was shot by state livestock agents Monday
when it wandered onto privale property.

Officials had tried unsuccessfully to haze the animal
back onto public land. They say feeding the
remaining bison might keep them in place.

Advertisenent
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Livingston teen hits bison with
pickup truck
Ofiginally prbted <Ll htlst:/7tt'u:tr.kulr'li.cont/neu's/slatc/11( 19q7?q-liltrtl

February 15, 2011

LIVINGSTON, Mont. (AP) - A teenage driver who came upon two bison on U.S.

Highway 89 was able to swerve and miss one of the animals, but hit the second,

damaging the pickup. The bison that was struck had to be put down due to its injuries.

Montana Highway Patrol Trooper Shawn Fowler told the Livingston Enterprise the

crash happened at about 9:15 p.m. Saturday. The teen was following the speed limit

and driving about 65 mph.

Park County dispatch records indicated the teen and his younger brother did not have

any injuries requiring emergency medical attention.

Fowler says collisions with bison occur "very rarely." He says Saturday's was the first

one he's seen in his five years working in the Livingston area'

Information from: Livingston Enterprise, http://www.livingstonenterprise.com

http://www.kulrS.comlinternal?st:print&id:116199779&path=lnews/state 3lt4/20rr
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Jeep destroyed after crashing into bison
By Camden Easterling, Livingston Enterpnse Sfaff Writer

A driver suffered minor injuries after a collision with a bison on U.S. Highway
89 South Thursday night.

While the Montana Highway Patrol says such crashes in this area are rare,
Thursday's accident is the second bison-versus-vehicle incident in less than
a month.

The driver, a Z9-year-old Bozeman man, was northbound about 11 miles
north of Gardiner when he came upon a group of four bison in the roadway,
MHP Trooper Matt Nilan said Monday.

"He braked and swerved to avoid one and hit another," Nilan said.

The man's Jeep Cherokee, which had been traveling at a speed below the
65-mph limit, was destroyed.

"The buffalo's head actually came through the windshield," the trooper said.

The driver and his passenger, though, were wearing seat belts and were
lucky to have not been seriously injured, Nilan said.

The driver went to Livingston Memorial Hospital for minor injuries to his
hands, the trooper said. An LMH spokeswoman on Tuesday said the driver
was treated and released the day of the accident.

Emergency responders closed the southbound lane for about an hour as they
cleaned up the scene, including moving the bison off the roadway using a
front-end loader. Responding agencies were MHP, Paradise Valley Fire
Department, the Park County Sheriff's Office and Park County Rural Fire
District No. 1.

Troopers say that though bison on the roadway can be hard to see in the
dark, collisions with them are infrequent.

"It'S rare," Nilan said, adding that he can't recall responding to any similar
incidents in the last few years.

However, a teenage boy struck a bison in mid-February when he was driving
just a few miles north of Gardiner on 89 South. The driver did not have any



injuries that required emergency medical attention. His vehicle, a pickup
truck fitted with a grill guard, was not drivable after the crash but was not
totaled, a trooper who responded to the crash said at the time.


